452      LETTERS. OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army James, December 30th, 1864, 8 P.M.
Lt. Col. G. A. KENSEL, Recorder of Military Commission upon
the casualty to the "Florida"
YOUB telegram in relation to the summoning of Rear Admiral Porter as a witness before the commission is received. I approve the suggestion . I have no doubt Admiral Porter would be glad to put his testimony on record in the affair. I think it would be more courteous, however, to write him a note enclosing the summons, and asking him to come as soon as his public services will permit. BBNJ R BUTLEB, Maj. Gen'L Comdg.
From General Grant to General Sutler
CITY POINT, Dec. 80, 1864, 9.80
A SEALED letter to Mr. Davis will leave here in a few minutes. Please have an officer at Aikens' Landing to receive & pass it through outer lines & into the hands of a commissioned Confederate Officer without delay. n ^ QRANT>
From General Grant
CITY POINT, VA.., January 1, 1865
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War, WASHINGTON, D. C.
HEREWITH I submit a statement lately drawn up by Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, of my staff, who was with the expedition which moved against Fort Fisher. It was his views of the situation, and no one had a better opportunity of seeing than he had, and no one is more capable of judging. The fact is there are but two ways of taking Fort Fisher, operating from the water: one is to surprise them whilst there is but a small garrison defending the place; the other is for the navy to send a portion of their fleet into Cape Fear River whilst the enemy's batteries are kept down by the fire from the balance. Troops can then land and hold the point until the troops in the fort surrender. With Cape Fear River in the hands of the enemy, they have the same command over the sand spit on which Fort Fisher is built that we. have. In the three days of good weather which elapsed after the army had reached the scene of action, before the navy appeared, our troops had the chance of capturing Fort Fisher whilst it had an insufficient garrison to hold it; the delay gave the enemy